WITNESSING TO LIFE

Our Lord has commissioned each of us to share the Good News and "seek the lost." He said,
"Go and make disciples of all nations"; and "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to
all creation" (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15). It is our greatest calling then, to share the love and
forgiveness He has given us with those who have never received Him as their Savior and
Lord.

Christ has given a clear command to every Christian.

Jesus Christ's last command to the Christian community was to make disciples. This command,
which the church calls the Great Commission, was not intended merely for the eleven remaining
disciples, or just for the apostles, or for those in present times who may have the gift of
evangelism. This command is the responsibility of every man and woman who professes faith in
Christ as Lord.

Men and women are lost without Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through
me" (John 14:6). God's Word also reminds us, "There is salvation in no one else! Under all
heaven there is no other name for people to call upon to save them" (Acts 4:12, TLB).

Men and women are truly lost without Jesus Christ. He is the only way to bridge the gap
between man and God. Without Him, people cannot know God and have no hope of eternal life.

Rather than being "not interested," the people of the world are truly hungry for the gospel.

One of the greatest misconceptions held by Christians today is that men and women do not want
to know God. But wherever we go around the world, we find ample proof that just the opposite is
true. The Holy Spirit has created a hunger for God in the hearts of millions.

Jesus said, "The fields are ripe unto harvest." Can we afford to be selfish with the gospel when
such overwhelming evidence shows that so many people are hungry for God? By sharing our
faith in Christ with others, we can help change our world for our Lord.

We Christians have in our possession the greatest gift available to humankind: God's gift of
eternal life, which we received with Jesus Christ at our spiritual birth (John 3:16).

Christ is risen! We serve a living Savior! He not only lives within us in all His resurrection power,
but He also has assured us of eternal life. He died on the cross in our place for our sin, then rose
from the dead. We have direct fellowship with God through Jesus Christ. And this fellowship, this
peace, this gift of eternal life, is available to all who receive Him.

The love of Jesus Christ for us, and our love for Him, compels us to share Him with others.

Jesus said, "The one who obeys me is the one who loves me..." (John 14:21, TLB). In other
words, He measures our love for Him by the extent and sincerity of our obedience to Him.

Because he loves me, my Father will love him; and | will too, and | will reveal myself to him (John
14:21, TLB). What are we to obey? When it comes to witnessing, we have the specific
commandment from Jesus Christ to go into all the world with the Good News .



Helping to fulfill the Great Commission is both a duty and a privilege. We witness because we
love Christ. We witness because He loves us. We witness because we want to honor and obey
Him. We witness because He gives us a special love for others.
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